Law and Gospel

What is the Law?  Deuteronomy 6:5; Deuteronomy 30:9-10 
	Three Uses: Curb, Mirror, Guide

What is the Gospel?  Psalm 32:1-2, Isaiah 1:18

What’s the difference?  Romans 6:23; Galatians 3:10-14

Luther: Now the first sermon, and doctrine, is the law of God. The second is the gospel. These two sermons are not the same. Therefore we must have a good grasp of the matter in order to know how to differentiate between them. We must know what the law is, and what the gospel is. The law commands and requires us to do certain things. The law is thus directed solely to our behavior and consists in making requirements. For God speaks through the law, saying, “Do this, avoid that, this is what I expect of you.” The gospel, however, does not preach what we are to do or to avoid. It sets up no requirements but reverses the approach of the law, does the very opposite, and says, “This is what God has done for you; he has let his Son be made flesh for you, has let him be put to death for your sake.” So, then, there are two kinds of doctrine and two kinds of works, those of God and those of men. Just as we and God are separated from one another, so also these two doctrines are widely separated from one another. For the gospel teaches exclusively what has been given us by God, and not—as in the case of the law—what we are to do and give to God. (LW 35:162)

1) The Word of God is where His Law and Gospel are at work.  We are the recipients. Hebrews 4:12
	God speaks and our hearts do well to listen.

2) Don’t separate Law from Gospel.
You can have the Law without the Gospel, but the result is death.
You can’t have the Gospel (the Kingdom of God) without the Law. Mark 10:17-22

3) Don’t confuse Law and Gospel
Lex semper accusat – The Law always accuses and brings death
	Romans 7:14-21
The Gospel always promises life, gives gifts, never makes demands
	Romans 4:16 

4) Look for the difference literally
a. Is it a command – if you do, you will live?
b. Is it a promise?
5) Look for the difference functionally
a. John 3:16

6) [bookmark: _GoBack]God is the one who tells the difference because it belongs to Him
a. Romans 10:14-17



