Third Sunday in Lent
March 15, 2020

Hymn of Invocation: 571 God Loved the World So That He Gave

5

If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

6

Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessèd Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!
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Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me,
a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
Introit

Ps. 84:1–4; antiphon: Ps. 84:5

Blessèd are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O LORD of hosts!
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where
she may lay her young,
at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.

Blessèd are those who dwell in your house,
ever singing your praise!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

Kyrie
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During Lent, the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have
gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit

Children's Catechism Lesson
Old Testament Reading
1

Exodus 17:1–7

All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of
Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to

them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the
people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and
said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our
livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses,
“Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will
stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and
water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the
sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and
Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they
tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Heb. 12:2

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Epistle
1

Romans 5:1–8

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by
faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
6
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person
one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

During Lent, the Alleluia is omitted.

Holy Gospel

John 4:5–26

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
5

So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was
from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.
7
There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me
a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from
me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)
10
Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water
with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater
than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his
sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will
never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me
this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.”
16
Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying,
‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you now
have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to
him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to
worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from
the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people
to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I
who speak to you am he.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
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C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

Hymn of the Day: 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

5 Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my
transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter
passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
6 Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Public domain

Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
7 Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Sermon
Offering
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Service of the Sacrament
Preface
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P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all,
we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from
the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had
mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have eternal life.
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on
the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You
thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer
His life as a ransom for many.
As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to
trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

LSB 209

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
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P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Sit

Distribution
Distribution Hymn: 761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

Public domain

Distribution Hymn: 637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord

Public domain

Distribution Hymn: 642 O Living Bread from Heaven

Public domain

Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

A Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

Hymn to Depart: 684 Come unto Me, Ye Weary
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~ Prayers & Praises ~
Our brothers and sisters with immediate needs:
Rev. Trevor Mankin (Infected with COVID-19, Pastor of Messiah Lutheran in Seattle); Residents
and workers at the Oregon Veterans Home (including David Spicer, a resident); Rev. Chuck
Godfrey (blood clots in his lung and leg, at OHSU); Matt Watt (heart procedure was a success);
Ken & Velma Howard (continued healing); Marilyn Lebahn (medical tests)
Those with prolonged suffering:
Karen Storm (healing & strength); Gene Chelstad (healing); Jim Vorderstrasse (prostate cancer); Sherrie
(friend of the Storms, cancer); Linda Lancaster (thanksgiving for continued health); Earl & Ruby
Gutschmidt (healing)
The homebound: Doris, Maryann, Randi, Karen F., Ruth, Margaret, Al, Julietta, Winnie, Kay
Armed Forces: Mitchell Brown
We pray for one another [James 5:16]: Don & Anita Vorderstrasse; Ken Vorderstrasse; Shane & Amanda
Vorderstrasse (Pacey & Peyton)

~ This week at Bethlehem ~
Tue, Mar 17

7pm

Church Council

Wed, Mar. 18

1pm

Lenten Service

3pm

Junior Catechism

6pm

Soup Supper

7pm

Lenten Service

9am

Comforters

1pm

Midweek Bible Study

Thu, Mar. 19

Weekly Bible Studies:
Sunday, 9am – Through the Bible Joseph’s
Trials (Genesis 46-48)
Thursday, 1pm – Free Will, Righteousness
of Faith (Formula of Concord)

Pastor’s Office Hours this week: Mon, Wed 9—noon & by appointment

~ Announcements ~
LCEF Insight Report: On March 22nd during our regular potluck fellowship, Susan & Eugene
Olson will be presenting a detailed report about the demographics of our area. The goal is to
deepen our understanding as a congregation how we can serve our neighbors in Lebanon and
Sweet Home.
Wednesday Lent Services at 1pm and 7pm: We continue our Lenten devotion following Jesus to
His cross. The other circuit congregations have cancelled their midweek worship, so Pastor
Miller will be serving at home for possibly the remainder of Lent.
Soup Supper sign-up: Reminder that we still need people to sign up to bring soup or bread. Signup sheet is in the narthex. Week 5 is still open!
Secret Prayer Sisters: All the ladies of the congregation are invited to join the Secret Prayer
Sisters. If you would like to participate, the drawing will be today. See your box for more
information.
Mites Sunday: Just a reminder to donate the contents of your Mites Boxes today.
Direct Your Thrivent Choice Dollars by March 31st. See information on back table or ask Diane.

